Sample Syllabus
Music 1000: Music in the Elementary Classroom

Contact Information

Instructor: 

Office:

Phone:
Email:

Online sites:

Office Hours

Course Purposes and Objectives
1. To develop knowledge of methodology and rationale for a multi-faceted music curriculum for elementary children (K-6).
2. To develop techniques for using appropriate instructional strategies and musical materials.

3. To acquire a repertoire of songs and activities appropriate for use in the elementary school classroom. 

4. To enhance musical skills and understanding through listening, performing, creating, singing, and reading music.

Learning Outcomes
As a result of the multi-faceted Music 1000 curriculum, future teachers will be confident in integrating music into the elementary classroom curriculum.


Required Textbook and Other Materials
You must bring to each class session:

1. Textbook—Using Music To Enhance Student Learning: A Practical Guide for Elementary Classroom Teachers by Fallin and Tower with included CD and Get America Singing…Again songbook.
2. Recorder (musical instrument).
3. Two-inch three-ring binder with eight dividers.
For special projects only:

1. Small box of crayons/markers.
2. One-inch three-ring binder for Integrated Unit.
Description of Instructional Methodologies
Instruction methodologies used during this class will include: Lecture, discussions, group projects, role playing, modeling, writing, creative activities, coaching, etc.
Grading Policy
Music 1000 uses a 200-point scale. The overall grade is based on accumulation of points on assignments, quizzes, attendance, and class participation:

A = 200–181 pts.
B = 180–161 pts.
C = 160–141 pts.
D = 140–121 pts
F = Below 121 pts.
Course Requirements 
Your overall course grade will be based on the assignments listed below, weighted as follows:
	Component
	Weight

	Individual Assignments
	

	Appropriate Participation in Class*
	15 pts

	Reflective Essay
	10 pts

	Music Textbook Survey 
	10 pts

	Connection Lesson: “Teacher Show and Tell” 
	15 pts

	Group Assignments
	

	“Listening with Movement” Project
	15 pts 

	Correlation Lesson: ”Making A Story Come Alive”
	15 pts

	Assessments
	

	Online Textbook Assessments (3) 
	40 pts

	Music Reading/Recorder Performance Test
	20 pts

	Final Projects
	

	Resource Class Notebook
	20 pts

	Integrated Unit
	30 pts

	Presentation of Unit
	10 pts

	Total
	200 points


*Attendance Policy
Every class meeting is an important learning opportunity. This course is experiential and participatory; therefore, attendance is extremely important. Every activity will require your active participation and respectful discussion. Required materials must be brought to every class.
Allowance of absences:

· 2 absences: no excuse required.
· 2 excused absences: must have written verification—e.g. Doctor’s appointment.
· Five points for each subsequent absence will be deducted from your overall grade.
Tardiness/ leaving early: 

· Late to class or leaving early twice—loss of .5 point.
· Late on the day of presentation—loss of 2 points (on assignment).
· Excessive absences and tardiness/leaving early will result in a lowered grade.
Assignment Requirements
	Individual Assignments
	Late assignments will be accepted the following class period with a deduction of 5 points.

	Group Assignments 
	Group assignments are due on the assigned date. No make-up days!

	Assessments 
	If you are absent for the midterm test, you may take the quiz the following class period with a deduction of 5 points. Online tests must be taken in the scheduled periods.


Course Outline 
	Topics 
	Assignments 

	 I.
 Getting to Know You


	Reflective Essay (10 points).
Type an essay reflection on your most influential (positive and negative) classroom and music teachers. Begin with your elementary school years and move up. Think about how these teachers have influenced your decision to become a teacher. Describe how music activities were important in your education. This paper should be double-spaced, two full pages minimum, and have a cover sheet.

	 II. 
Learning Theories 


	Textbook: Read Chapters 1–3.
Music Textbook Survey (10 points).
Create a synopsis of your textbook, Using Music to Enhance Student Learning. For each of the 12 chapters: 
Write a paragraph (6–8 sentences) describing the information it contains and include three interesting quotes, book titles, resource websites, activities or new information from the following special features:

“Why We Should Involve…” section, “Teaching Tips,” “Tantalizing Tidbits of Research,” “Thinking It Through,” “Suggestions for Further Studies,” and the “Recommended Student Books” list.
Next, summarize what is found in each of the seven Appendices. 
Finally, add a cover sheet.

	 III. Elements of Music


	Reading Music Notation: Recorder Unit.
Assessment 1: Online Test on Chapters 1, 2 and 3 (11 points).
Connection Lesson: “Teacher Show and Tell” (15 points).
This project involves the integration of Music with another subject. A Music learning objective is required as well as an objective for the assigned subject. A complete lesson plan handout written in Madeline Hunter format is required for each of your classmates. Leading a song and using a visual aid are required. A detailed explanation concerning this project will be given in class.

	 lV. Listening, Performing, 

 Creating with Music

	Textbook: Read Chapters 4, 5, and 6.
Assessment: Mid-Term Classroom Tests (20 points).
Music Notation Reading and Recorder Performance.
“Listening with Movement” Project (15 points).
With one or two partners, work with the CD selection you have been assigned. Create a movement activity to reflect the form, steady beat, rhythm, dynamics, etc. Prepare a handout with information on the composer, and a way to incorporate the music into two other subject areas. Include detailed movement directions. Teach the class through mirroring. 
Assessment 2: Online Test on Chapters 4 through 6 (12 points).

	V. Integrating Music with

 Language Arts, Science, 

Math, Social Studies, and 

The Other Arts in the

Classroom 
 
	Textbook: Read Chapters 7, 8, 9, 10, 11 and 12. 
Correlation Lesson (Literature— “Making A Story Come Alive!” (15 points).
In assigned groups, choose a children’s book based on song lyrics or featuring music or musicians to enhance with music and drama. Sing songs and add other musical elements. Bring this project “alive” with acting, props, costumes, PowerPoint backgrounds, etc. You will perform your ideas for the class with each student having a good speaking role. Prepare a handout describing the lesson and giving resource information. Scripts will be shared on TRACS.
Assessment 3: Online Test on Chapters 7 through 12 (17 points).

	VI. Final Projects

	Integrated Unit 
Presentation of Unit: 10 points.

Unit: 30 points.
A detailed explanation concerning this project will be given.

Class Resource Notebook (20 points).
Save and organize your class notes, handouts, and other resources given in class. You should also find some items to add while you are working on the class assignments. Textbook, Songbook, and Syllabus are required to be included. Organize your notebook with eight dividers. 


Semester Calendar
*Note: For Connection Lessons, check with the other members of your group to be sure your specific subject lesson objective, song, and grade level are different. Be sure to cover K-6 Grade, as much as possible.
Class
1. First Day of Class
2. All materials brought to class
3. No class – Martin Luther King Day
4. Reflective Essay due

5. Class
6. Textbook Survey due 
7. Assessment—Online Test #1 on Chapters 1, 2 and 3 
8. Class
9. Class
10. *Group 1—Connection Lesson: Music and Social Skills due (manners, listening, sharing, or friendship)
11. *Group 2—Connection Lesson: Music and Social Studies due (geography or history, including historical holidays)
12. *Group 3—Connection Lesson: Music and Science/ Health due
13. *Group 4—Connection Lesson: Music and Math due and *Group 5—Connection Lesson: Music and Language Arts due
14. Piggyback Songs: Create your own in class!
15. Review class
16. Assessment—Mid-Term Classroom Tests on Music Notation Reading and Recorder Performance
17.  Class
18. Day #1—Listening with Movement Lesson due
19. Day #2—Listening with Movement Lesson due
20. Class
21. Assessment—Online Test #2 on Chapters 4, 5 and 6
22. Class
23. Day #2—Correlation Lesson due
24. Assessment—Online Test #3 on Chapters 7 –12 and End of Course Survey
25. Class
26. Class
27. Music and Art (bring crayons or markers)
28. Class
29. Day #1—Integrated Unit Presentations due
Final
Day #2—Integrated Unit Presentations due and Class Resource Notebooks due
University Policies
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